
The next two weeks...
Monday 13th April Summer term starts at

8:40am 

Tuesday 14th April 

Wednesday 15  April th Choir restarts

Thursday 16  April  th
Sycamore class swimming
Didcot Library visiting pre-
school and Reception
National offer day for
reception class starters
September 2026

Friday 17  April th

Monday 20  April th

Tuesday 21  April st

Wednesday 22  April nd

National child
measurement and weight
programme Reception and
Year 6
Year 4 go to PGL
Residential
No choir this week

Thursday 23rd April Year 4 residential 

Friday 24  April th

Year 4 return to school (during
the school day - to be picked
up at usual time). 
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Here comes summer! 

Academic snapshot reports Years 1-6

The summer term has now officially started, and whilst we
are still very much in the season of Spring currently, we
will be using our grounds to look for the constant changes
as we move towards the warmer part of the year. 

Our school pond is full of frogs and frogspawn - so 
do look out for them ‘crossing the paths’ when dropping
off and picking up!  The trees in our orchard - apple and
pear trees are getting ready to blossom and we are hoping
for a better year for fruit this year!

We are very fortunate to have the amazing grounds that
surround the school and we use every bit of them for
learning, discovery and play.  Please help us to keep them
tidy by ensuring that no litter is dropped at drop off or pick
up times. 

Before the end of the Spring term you were sent, via email,
a copy of your child’s latest academic results for Reading,
Writing, Mathematics and Science. We do this to keep you
as informed as possible with the latest assessment results.
However, only 58% of reports have been opened by
parents which is quite surprising!  Please do check your
junk mail if you can not find the email within your inbox. 

Keep Informed dates coming up this half term...

We try to set most of our dates from the start of the
academic year so that you can plan what you are able to
attend.  At the end of this term we will have our sports
days: a separate early years sports day for pre-school and
reception on the 19  May in the afternoon and then the
main sports day on Friday 22  May with KS1 competing in
the morning and KS2 competing in the afternoon.  We will
also be holding our family picnic for children from
reception to Year 6 on the same day.  These dates have
been in the calendar since September. 

th

nd

Breakfast Club - please book and pay in
advance

Please make sure that if you want your
child to attend our breakfast club, that the
sessions are booked and paid for in
advance.  There is an extra charge for ad
hoc bookings on the day and we can not
guarantee that there will be spaces. 



Invitation to PSHE Curriculum Review meeting on Thursday 7  May at 5pm th

Please note this is a PARENT/CARER only meeting - no children to be present

At DPA, we are committed to providing high quality Personal, Social, Health
and Economic Education that supports your child’s development and
wellbeing throughout their time with us. 

Reviewing our PSHE Provision
We are currently reviewing our PSHE curriculum in line with the DFE’s
updated statutory guidance for Relationships, Sex and Health Education
(published 2025, for implementation from September 2026.  This is an
positive opportunity to bring our curriculum content up to date in a
changing world, whilst navigating our age-appropriate focus on the core
knowledge and essential skills that children need to navigate different
aspects of their lives with confidence, both in and beyond primary school.

At DPA we use Jigsaw, the mindful approach to PSHE, as our comprehensive
scheme of work.  The programme consists of six half term units (Puzzle
pieces): Being Me in My World, Celebrating Difference, Dreams and Goals,
Health Me, Relationships and Changing Me.  Each Puzzle contains lessons
that build progressively throughout the school, developing children’s
emotional literacy, self-esteem, resilience and understanding of how to
build positive, healthy relationships. 

The updated guidance enhances the Jigsaw programme that we already
know and trust, rather than requiring radical changes.  The strong
foundations remain the same -  we continue to focus on building the
fundamental skills and knowledge children need - whilst ensuring our
content reflects the world they are growing up in.  As part of our review we
are also considering how we adapt the programme content to best suit the
needs and context of our school community.

Your views matter

As part of our review process, we warmly invite you to attend a consultation
sessions where you will have the opportunity to:

Learn about the Jigsaw PHSE programme and how it is taught across all
year groups
See examples of the materials and resources we use
Understand how our curriulum meets statutory requirements for
Relationships and Health Education
Ask questions about any aspect of our PSHE provision
Share your views and feedback to help inform our curriculum decisions
Understand you right to request withdrawal from specific non-statutory
Sex Education lessons

Working in partnership
We believe that PSHE education is most effective when schools and families
work together.  Your child’s wellbeing, safety and personal development are
at the heart of everything that we do, and we value your input.  We look
forward to sharing our provision with you and hearing your views.  If you are
not able to attend but have a question, please email the school office and
we will get back to you. 



2026 Summer 1

When Who What...

13  Aprilth Whole
school

 Summer 1 starts at 8:40am

16  Aprilth
Year 3

Sycamore
class

Sycamore class start swimming

16  Aprilth Acorn Didcot Library visiting pre-school

16  April th

new
reception
starters

Sept 2026

National offer day for Primary school places.  

22  April nd Reception
and Year 6

National child measurement and weight programme.  Please make sure you
have fillied in the correct paperwork. 

22  - 24  Aprilnd th Year 4 Residential trip to PGL

27  Aprilth
All

interested
parents 

Swift course (held at Sires Hill Primary Academy) 
This is a training program designed for parents  to foster a shared

understanding of a child’s autism -related needs, providing consistent practical
strategies for home.   9am.  Please sign in at the Sires Hill school office on arrival. 

30  Aprilth Reception Visit to Beale Park

30  Aprilth

Year 4 and
5 girls

selected
team 

Football - Koreen Davies Cup 2026 held at Harwell  Primary School.  Selected
team. 

4th May whole
school

Bank holiday

5  May th Year 2 Geography  - local area walk 

5  Mayth Year 1 Victorian school workshop at Oxfordshire Museum

5  Mayth Year 4
parents

Year 4 parent presentation 

7  Mayth All parents
welcome

Relationships and Sex Education Parent consultation meeting at 5pm 
No children to be present. 



2026 Summer 1 continued 

When Who What...

11  May to 14
May

th th

Year 6 SAT’s Week

11  Mayth Interested
parents

Swift course part 2 Sires Hill Primary Academy 

15  Mayth all school Class photos

19  Mayth
pre-school

and
reception

Early Years sports afternoon at 2pm

20  May th Reception
children

Vision screening 

21  Mayst all school Diversity Day

22  Maynd Year 1-6

Sports day and picnic
Year 1-3am
Year 4-6pm 



2026 Summer 2

When Who What...

2  Junend Years 5-6
and parents

DGS and SBS presentation at school

4  Juneth Year 5 Earth Trust visit (food and farming workshop)

8  Juneth Year 3 Chedworth Roman Villa Visit

8  June - 12
June

th th

Year 1 Phonics screening 

9  Juneth Year 4 Ashmolean Museum visit

11  June th parents of children due to start
Reception September 2026

Parents welcome meeting 2pm 

10  Juneth EYFS Get Active Olympic Event

10  Juneth Year 6 London Theatre trip (Matilda)

12  Juneth whole school School closed to children.  Inset Day

16  June th Pre-school Trip to Earth Trust 

16  June th Reception parents Reception presentation to parents.  This will start promptly
at 3pm

17  Juneth KS1 Olympic Event 

18  Juneth Selected team Swimming Gala

18  Juneth Year 2 trip to Hengistbury Head

19  Juneth selected choir members Dorchester Festival of Voices

19  Juneth Parents/carers Parents/carers informed of class structure for September
2026

20  June th All children PTA colour run (this replaces the school fete) More details
to follow



2026 Summer 2

When Who What...

23  Junerd current Year 3 parents What to expect in Year 4 parent meeting 9am 

23  Junerd Parents of Year 2 children Year 2 parent presentation at 3pm promptly

24  Juneth KS2 Olympic Event

29  June -3
July

th rd

parents of children with SEND Learning plan meetings with existing teachers and
teachers for next academic year

29  Juneth Current Year 2 parents What to expect in year 3 parent meeting 9am 

30  Juneth parents of Year 1 children Year 1 presentation to parents.  This will start promptly at
3pm. 

30  Julyth current Year 5 parents What to expect in Year 6 parent meeting

1  July st selected teams Year 5 and 6 Omnia Cup (held at Didcot Primary Academy) 

3  Julyrd current reception parents What to expect in Year 1 parents meeting 9am 

6  July th Parents of children in Year 3 Djembe concert

6  July th Parents of children in Year 5 ukulele concert 

7  July th current children reception to Year 5 Transition day 1

7  Julyth new reception children one to one parent meetings with new teacher for children
new to school. (not existing pre school children)

8  Julyth new reception children first transition session in school 9:00-11 am
or 1 - 3pm 

8  Julyth current children reception to Year 5 Transition day 2

9  July th KS2 children DPA’s Got Talent - more info to come shortly

9  July th Year 6
Year 6 party 3:30  - 5:30pm (THIS DATE HAS BEEN

CHANGED FROM PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS DUE TO
AVAILABILITY OF INFLATABLES)



2026 Summer 2

When Who What...

10  Julyth Whole school End of year reports will be emailed out to all parents

14  July th Pre-school Pre school end of year presentation to parents 2:30pm 

15  July th Parents of children in Rocksteady Rocksteady Concerts 10:30am and 2:30pm

16  July th Year 6 Year 6 performance at 2pm and 6pm

16  Julyth pre school last day of term for pre school children 

17  Julyth Parents of children in Year 6 Year 6 assembly 10:15am 

17  July th Whole school school closes at 12 noon.  Gates will open at 11:50am.



Looking ahead.....Term dates 2026-27

First Day of
term

Thursday  3   September 2026rd

Half term 26th  October  – 30th October 2026

Last day of term Thursday 17th December  at 12 noon (nursery sessions finish on Wednesday 16th December)

Winter Holidays 18  December - 1  January 2027th st

Further
information

Thursday 3rd September 2026 and Friday 4th September 2026 half days for
Reception children, allocated as either morning or afternoon. 7 th September
in full time. 9th September Pre-school children start on allocated days 
INSET DAYS Tuesday  1st September and Wednesday 2nd September 
Friday 9  October 2026th

Spring Term

First day of term 4  January 2027th

Half term 15  February - 19  February 2027th th

Last day of term
Pre school 24  March 2027th

Rest of school 25  March at 12 noon, gates will open at 11:50amth

Easter/Spring
holidays

26  March - 9  April 2027th th

Further
information

Summer term

First day of term 12  April 2027th

Half term 31  May - 4  June 2027st th

Last day of term
Pre school: Monday 19  July th

Rest of school: Tuesday  20  July at 12 noon.  Gates will open at 11:50am.th

Further
information Inset day on Friday 11  June and Wednesday 21  Julyth st



2026 Autumn 1

When Who What...

1  Septemberst Whole school INSET day - school closed to children

2  Septembernd whole school Inset day - school closed to children

Thursday 3
September

rd

Year 1 - year 6 First day of term at 8:40am 

Thursday 3
September

rd

Reception Reception transition 8:40am - 11-11:15am or 1 - 3:30pm 

Friday 3
September

rd

Reception Reception transition 8:40am - 11-11:15am or 1 -
3:30pm 

Monday 7
September

th

Reception children Reception children in full time

Wednesday 9
September

th

Pre-school children Pre-school starts 

14  - 18
September

th th

Year 6 children Kilvrough Residential trip 

2  Octobernd All children Individual photographs to be taken (no family
photographs)

9  OctoberTH All children INSET day - school closed to children 

23  Octoberrd All children End of term at 3:30pm 



2026 Autumn 2

When Who What...

2  Novembernd Whole school Autumn 2 starts at 8:40am 

15  Decemberth Year 1 children Jack and the Beanstalk at Cornerstones Theatre Didcot
(TBC)

Thursday 17
December

th

Whole school End of term at 12 noon gates open at 11:50am 

2027 Spring 1

When Who What...

4  January th Whole school Term starts at 8:40am 

22  January nd Young Voices Choir Choir to Young Voices at London O2 Arena leave school
9:30am back to school 12:30am 

14  February th whole school  End of term at 3:30pm 
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